This Sun (23" Aug) Readings Intentions
1st Reading — Isaiah 22: 15, 19-23 6pm Birthday Blessings Taffy Zinyuke
Psalm -138 9am Happy Heavenly Birthday Pauline Burgess RIP
2nd Reading —-Romans 11: 33-36 11lam The People of the Parish

Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-20

Hymns for 11am Mass: 74, 608, 663, 71, 398
Ent Antiphon Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you,
my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to you all the day long.
Psalm_O Lorp, your merciful love is eternal; discard not the work of your hands.
Gospel Acc: Alleluia, alleluia You are Peter, and on this rock | will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Alleluia.
Com. The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring forth bread from
the earth and wine to cheer the heart.

Mon 10am St Bartholomew Ints & Wellbeing of Chris & Minnie Jones
Tue 10am Feria Sylvia Berko RIP
Wed 10am Feria David Rowe RIP
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 2PM TO 10PM
Thu 10am St Monica Liturgy of the Word
Fri 8pm St Augustine Michael Drumm RIP
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION:
Friday 7.15pm to 7.45pm / Saturday 5.15pm to 5.45pm
Next Sun (30™ Aug) Readings Intentions
1st Reading — Jeredmiah 20: 7-9 6pm Michael Fortune RIP
Psalm —63 9am Donald Clark RIP
2nd Reading —Romans 12: 1-2 11lam The People of the Parish

Gospel: Matthew 16: 21-27

Deaths and Anniversaries
Please pray for all those who have died recently, and for those whose anniversaries occur at
this time of year: Norah Iddenden, Constance Taylor, Antonia Bartello, Ethel Legge, John Dyer,
Rory Colhoun, Wally Henman, Desmond Bowler, Sylvia Berko, David Rowe, Patrick McArdle,
John Bickmore, Geoffrey Emson, George Moss, Allan McGurk & Nellie Egan. May their souls,
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

Sick and Housebound: We pray for all those who are sick and the housebound, and all those
in our parish and their families. St Simon Stock, keep them in your care

Mass Intentions: Please make cheques payable to St Simon Stock Church. See website for
details of how to make a bank transfer

100 Club (Parish Lottery) - Cash Prizes to be won monthly! Annual Subscription £12 per
number. July Winners: 15t £50.00 — Sandra Rocco 2" £25.00 Mavis Westbrook

Parish Gift Aid Scheme: If you wish your offertory and other donations to be gift-aided please
contact Sandra Rocco on 07720 772089
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This is the QR Code for First Collections for your convenience and
flexibility. Please scan to donate. You can still donate using the gift
aid envelopes or the contactless machines in the church lobby (please

insert your card in this one) and the hall, or just by putting money in

the offertory bag.

In today’s Gospel, Peter answers Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that [ am?” by
confessing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Peter did not discover this truth
simply through his own intelligence, reasoning, or moral achievement. His faith that
we all share is ultimately a gift from God

We are pleased to welcome Bernie D’Souza as the new chair of the Parish Fundraising
Social Committee, and thank Tanya Wilkins for her many years of hard work and
dedication as she steps down as chairperson. Also, Arianna Pike is volunteering in the
parish office on Tuesdays. Many thanks to all of them.

A list of important Parish dates and events for 2026-2027 is available at the back of the
church. Please note that the Youth Mass in October is now on 4t at 11lam. Also, a
questionnaire asking about your preferences in relation to social and fundraising
events for the future will be issued at the beginning of September. Fr Joseph Donkor

Pilgrimage to Fatima, Mon 28t Sept — Thur 1%t Oct Cost £419. This cost includes
flights from Stansted, half board accommodation, and transfer from Lisbon airport to
Fatima. Led by Fr. Stephen Boyle, trip will include visiting the homes of the seers,
attending mass at the apparition chapel and the beautiful way of the cross. Only a few
places left. Closing date: 13t Sept. contact Fr. Stephen dartford@rcaos.org.uk
07504518262 for more details. Single £100. Insurance is not included on the trip, and
we ask that attendees are insured.

Fr Joseph Donkor, 5, Bleakwood Road, Walderslade, Kent. ME5 ONF. Email: josephdonkor@rcaos.org.uk
Deacon Martin Smith: martinsmith@rcaos.org.uk.
Please note: Parish Office is located in the new church extension
Tel: 01634 862910. Mob: 07305 831925, Website. www.stsimonwalderslade.co.uk

Email: walderslade@rcaos.org.uk Parish Secretary: Mrs Josie Ryder
Primary schools St Benedict’s Mrs. S. L. McAlpine 01634 669700

St Thomas More Mrs. P Le Breton 01634 864701
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Parish News

ALTAR SERVERS PRACTICE
At 9.30am every Monday in August. This will be led by Alfredo De Vergori.
DROP IN SESSIONS WITH FR JOSEPH TUES 7PM TO 9PM
Please call the office to make an appointment.
UCM NEWS

Our meeting on Tuesday September 1+t at 7.30pm includes a talk from Mary's Meals, a
charity established by a British businessman. This is open to all Parishioners.
Refreshments will be available for a donation.'

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSIONS

From 10.00 - 13.00 approx. The next course will be on 17t October. If you would like
your child to be baptised please let the office know that you will be attending.
NEW RCIA COURSE STARTING IN SEPTEMBER
Do you or anyone you know want to explore the Catholic Faith further or become a full
member of the Catholic Church? Join us this year as we embark on another RCIA course
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), where we will journey with you in faith

exploration, as you get to know Jesus on a personal level, through scripture, witness
and the teachings of the Catholic Church. For more info please email the parish office.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Parishioners are invited to apply to join the PPC, who work with Father Joseph in a
variety of areas of Parish Life, bringing together representatives from Finance, Liturgy,
Fundraising, UCM, Knights of St Columbia, Youth, Legion of Mary, together with other
areas of our Parish. For further info, please speak with Fr Joseph, Don Martin or James
Carmichael. From 22nd/23rd August, and each week thereafter for 4 weeks, this note
will appear in the weekly newsletter. A box will be in the foyer to allow anyone who
wishes to apply to place their expression of interest. Closing date: 20th September.
Should there be more applicants than places available, then a ballot will take place.
MEDWAY FOODBANK CHAMPIONS
Medway Foodbank would like us to continue to donate spreads for the next few
weeks, but would also like us to donate individual small packets of crisps/x 6 bags/x
12 bags of crisps. Thank you again St Simon’s Champions!
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
The parish office will be closed on 26" and 28" August, 2nd, 4™, 9t September
for Josie’s holiday.

COLLECTIONS

16/8/26 1t Coll GA £70, Non-GA £192.45 27 Coll £149 (Dev Fund).

Once a month figures for monthly standing order, QR code and contactless

payments will be published in the newsletter in addition to the weekly gift aid

and offertory collection figures. This will begin this month

Community Events

Sun 23 Aug No 2™ Collection

Mon 24 Aug No Rosary until 7" September

Tue 25 Aug No Evening Prayer until 8" September

Wed 26 Aug ADORATION 2PM TO 10PM

Thu 27 Aug No Adult Choir practice till 10" September

Sat 29 Aug Legion of Mary 10am in the parish office

Sun 30 Aug No 2" Collection

Mon 31 Aug No Rosary until 7" September

Tue 1 Sep No Evening Prayer until 8" September

Wed 2 Sep ADORATION 2PM TO 10PM

Thu 3 Sep Welcome Mass for Staff & Governors of STM & STB at 4pm
No Adult Choir practice till 10" September

Sat 5 Sep Legion of Mary 10am in the parish office

Sun 6 Sep 2" Collection for the Development Fund

Prayer for Peace

Father in Heaven, have mercy on us and on the whole world! You sent Your Son, the
Prince of Peace, for the salvation of the world. We pray that the Peace of Christ will
reign in the whole world. Please protect and send aid to those who are at-risk. We pray
for peace - we pray for all who are working towards it and for all who are in danger
from these conflicts. We pray for an end to violence and war, we pray for wisdom for
all leaders who have a hand in this. Lord God, please help those in most need of your
mercy. Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us! Saint Joseph, Protector of
Mary, Jesus and the Church, pray for us! Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, may your kingdom
reign in all the world. Amen

When I need help...
In these difficult times when finances are stretched to the limit, it is our
@ Christian duty to help others. If you need financial support, please call Fr
Joseph on the parish



