Evening Prayer — St Charles Lwanga and his companions

O God come to our aid.
O Lord make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Hymn

The martyrs living now with Christ
In suffering were tried,

Their anguish overcome by love,
When on his cross they died.

Across the centuries they come,

In constancy unmoved.

Their loving hearts make no complaint;
In silence they are moved.

Psalm 26 (27)

The Lord is my light and my help: whom shall | fear?

The Lord is my light and my hélp; *
whom shall | féar?

The Lérd is the stronghold of my life; *
before whém shall | shrink?

When évil-déers draw néar *

to devour my flésh,

it is théy, my énemies and fées, *
who stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp agdinst me *
my héart would not féar.

Though war break éut against me *
even thén would | trast.

There is dne thing | ask of the Lord, *
for this | I6ng,

to live in the hduse of the Lérd, *

all the days of my life,

to savour the swéetness of the Lord, *
to behdld his témple.

For thére he keeps me séafe in his tént *
in the day of évil.

He hides me in the shélter of his tént, *
on a réck he sets me safe.

And néw my héad shall be raised *
above my fées who surréund me

and | shall éffer within his tént *

a sacrifice of joy.

| will sing and make music for the Lord.
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No man has ever measured love,

Or weighed it in his hand,

But God who knows the inmost heart,
Gives them the promised land.

Praise Father, Son and Spirit blest
Who guide us through the night

In ways that reach beyond the stars
To everlasting light.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Lord is my light and my help: whom shall | fear?

Psalm 26 (27)
It is your face, O Lord, that | seek: hide not your face.

O Lo6rd, hear my véice when | call; *
have mércy and answer.

Of you my héart has spdken: *
‘Séek his face.’

It is your face, O Lérd, that | séek; *
hide not your face.

Dismiss not your sérvant in anger; *
you have been my hélp.

D6 not abandon or forsake me, *

O Gbéd my hélp!

Though father and mother forsake me, *
the Lérd will recéive me.

Instrdct me, Lord, in your way; *

on an éven path léad me.

When they lie in ambush protéct me *
from my énemy’s gréed.

False witnesses rise against me, *
bréathing out fary.

| am sure | shall sée the Lord’s géodness *
in the land of the living.

Hope in him, hold firm and take héart. *
Hope in the Lérd!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

It is your face, O Lord, that | seek: hide not your face.

Canticle (Col 1:12-20)
He is the first-born of all creation, he is supreme over all creatures.

Let us give thanks to the Father, T
who has qualified us to share *
in the inheritance of the saints in light.

He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness *
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
in whom we have redemption, *

the forgiveness of sins.
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He is the image of the invisible God, *

the firstborn of all creation,

for in him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, *
visible and invisible.

All things were created *

through him and for him.

He is before all things, *

and in him all things hold together.

He is the head of the body, the Church; *
he is the beginning,

the firstborn from the dead, *

that in everything he might be pre-eminent.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, *
and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, *

making peace by the blood of his cross.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

He is the first-born of all creation, he is supreme over all creatures.

Short Reading 1 Peter 4:13-14

My dear people, if you can have some share in the sufferings of Christ, be glad, because you will
enjoy a much greater gladness when his glory is revealed. It is a blessing for you when they insult
you for bearing the name of Christ, because it means that you have the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of
God resting on you.

Short Responsory

Rejoice in the Lord. Let the just shout for joy.
Rejoice in the Lord. Let the just shout for joy.

Let the upright sing praise.
Rejoice in the Lord. Let the just shout for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Rejoice in the Lord. Let the just shout for joy.
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Magnificat

The saints, who followed in the footsteps of Christ, rejoice in heaven. They gave their life for love of
Christ: therefore, they will reign with him for ever.

My soul gldrifies the Lérd, *

my spirit rejéices in Géd, my Saviour.

He looks on his sérvant in her |6wliness; *
henceforth all 4ges will call me bléssed.

The Almighty works marvels for me. *
Holy his name!

His mércy is from age to age, *

on thése who féar him.

He puts forth his arm in stréngth *
and scatters the proud-héarted.
He casts the mighty from their thrénes *

and rdises the [6wly.

He fills the starving with good things, *
sends the rich away émpty.

He protects Israel, his sérvant, *
remémbering his mércy,

the mercy prémised to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his séns for éver.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The saints, who followed in the footsteps of Christ, rejoice in heaven. They gave their life for love of
Christ: therefore, they will reign with him for ever.

Prayers and intercessions

Let us give thanks to the king of martyrs, for this is the hour when he offered himself in the last
supper and laid down his life on the cross. R We praise you, Christ the Lord.

We praise you, Christ our Saviour, example and strength of the martyrs, because you have loved us
to the end R

Because you have promised repentant sinners the reward of eternal life R

Because you have called the Church to offer the blood of the new and eternal covenant, the blood
shed for the remission of sins R

Because you have brought us to this day with the gift of faith intact R

Because of the many brothers and sisters who today have come to share in your saving death R

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
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Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Lord God, you have made the blood of martyrs become the seed of Christians.

In your love, grant that your Church, the field that was moistened by the blood of Saint Charles and
his companions, may always yield a fertile harvest for you.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Let us praise the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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